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* Records of Sa- 
cred Writ :. At 
the Hour of 
Death Conſci- 


| ence awakes * 
. the Man tremy © 
bles like Felix. 
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A 
DESCRIPTION 
OF THR" - 
Mature and Diverſity of Hell Torments. 
DEDICATED to the 
PROTESTANT, GREEx, and Roxuisx 
CHURCHES. 
Delivered in a CONFERENCE with a greater 


PROFICIENT in the School of Atheiſm 
than the late Earl of ROCHESTER. 


This Leviathan died in greater Agonies of Deſpair 
than Francis Spira, the Jtalian : The Reaſon 
this Gentleman gave for his Infidelity, he faid, 
was the Doctrine of the Univerſities, and Schools 
of Learning; who teach their Audience what 

| HELL is not, and not what it really is. 


Au obliged by Command of the deceaſed Gentle- 
man to publiſh this Piece. I have here brought 

in the principal Heads of every Article that paſt 

in our Conference; tho' I have ſuited the Diſcourſe, as 
if I was ſpeaking to the Audience of every Kingdom and 
date, and to all Perſons in particular. 3 
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TPIuIS Modern e died in greater Agonies 
of Deſpair, than Francis Spira; bis Parts, his Learn- 
ing, his Politeneſs, and Arguments exceeded thoſe of 


that Italian. This Infidel may be recorded as a Prodigy of ; 


the Age, in his Lifeand in his End. 

Some Hours before his Departure, he laid a ſtriẽt In- 
junction upon me to draw up the chief Arguments that 
a, Paſt between us, and to preſent the Work to the Reve- 

rend Clergy of all Perſuaſions. | 
THz Reaſon he gave for his Infidelity, he ſaid, was the 
Doctrine of the Univerſities, and Schools of Learning; 
who teach their Audience what Hell is not, and not what 
it really is: And indeed I have thought for many Years, 
that our Divines have err'd in that very Point, which I 
fear hath rather added Proſelites to Atheiſm, than any 
ways ſerv'd to extinguiſh the Midnight Councils of thoſe 
Leviathans. They now appear in all Companies and 
Converſations, to corrupt the Minds and Morals, even of 

the learned and wiſeſt Part of Mankind. 

In Duty to my God, and to the Church militant, I 
have drawn this Scene of Atheiſm, in all the lively Colours 
that my "Thoughts or my Genius could conceive, or 


my Pencil deſcribe ; ſo that if by any means I may ex- 


tirpate, from off the Face of the whole Eatth, the very 
Seeds of Infidelity ; and eſtabliſh the Catholic Creed in 
all Churches and "Congregations in the Univerſe ; then 
Lare Turks, and Pagans may be converted, and have 

aith in a Crucified Meſſias, who ſufter'd upon the Bleed- 
ing Croſs without the Gates of Feruſalem, and there ſweat 
Drops of his moſt precious and innocent Blood, for the 
fake of all Living Mortals who ever did or ever ſhall own 
and practiſe his holy Rules and Precepts. 

I now come to preſent the Scene, which draws a Veil 
of Darkneſs over the greateſt part, if not all the Chri- 
ſtian World, eſpecially this my native Country. 

To enter upon the Subject, puts a ſudden Stop to my 
Meditations, I can ſcarce hold the Pencil in my Hand to 
draw the firſt Line. For, OL - 

I FIND Images, theLikeneſs of the Creator, that breathe 
in a freeAir, deny the Being who framed the Univerſe, who 
by his almighty Power holds in his Hand the Axis of 
the Globe, and who, to our great Surpriſe and Wonder, 
winds up Time as a Clock, and tells us, like a repeating 
or ſtriking Watch, how our Days, Hours, Minutes and 

>” Moments, 
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their final Period. 


a 
Moments, together with all viſible Beings, glide on to 
My Work, entitled the Meditations of a Diuine Soul 
(ten thouſand Copies of which have been ſold at FourShillings 


each) contain ſeveral Tenets of Atheiſm; and now I have 


an Opportunity of drawing up many more Articles on the 
ſame Subject. | 440 

THE Gentleman, with whom I had the Conference, 
was bleſs'd with admirable Endowments, but his great 
Misfortune was to be tainted with atheiſtical Principles, 
which occaſion'd many Diſputes between us, the chief of 
Which are here produced. 

Tur Gentleman aſk'd me what I meant by owning a 
God. I anſwer'd, it was one main Article of the Chri- 
ſian Faith, and that, if he pleaſed, I would tell him more 
particularly what God was. What (ſaid he) are you 
« wiſer than Simonides? who being aſked by Hero, King 
cc of Sicih, what God was, he demanded a whole Day 
© to conſider of it, which being expired, he deſired two 
% Days more to take the Matter into farther Conſidera- 
tion; after the Expiration of which, he ſtill requeſted 
© three other Days, and at laſt had no other Anſwer to 
«© return to the King but this, The more he muſed upon 
„it, the more he might; for the farther he buſied himſelf 
in ſearching into this Matter, the farther he {till was 
“from finding it out.” 

AGAIN, (ſays he) Plato argued in like Manner concern- 
ing the Deity, ſay ing, What God is I know not. No doubt, 
urged my Friend, but theſe Men were more refin'd in 
their Notions, and had better Experience in the Knowledge 
of God, than you can pretend to. 

My Reply was, That the citing thoſe two Authors 
would avail him nothing,and that he took them both in the 
wrong Senſe, for they never diſown'd the Being of a 
Supreme Power, but acknowledg'd they were not capable 
of comprehending or defining-what God was, much leſs 
of repreſenting him to the Eye of human Reaſon ; for, 
Plato ſays, what he is not, that I know. | 

Bur my Deſign is to ſhew what God is: Then I af- 
firm him to be a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable 
in bis Eſſence, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice and 
Truth. Nevertheleſs, this great God, whom I am now 
diſcourſing of, condeſcends fo far as to take cognizance of 


all the Actions of human Creatures, and has revealed his 
Mind to Mankind. A 2 HR 


cc 
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Hx is 2 glorious God, full of Perfection and Bleſſedneſs; 
he is all-ſufficient i in himſelf, without any Meaſure, Bounds 
or Limits; he fills: Heaven and Earth with his Power and 
Majeſty; he is a God that is preſent at all Times, and in 


all Places; he was from all Eternity, is now, and ever 


mall be, World without End; he is without any Manner 
of Biminution or Alteration, never changing his Will, 


although he can alter his Work without the Change of his 


Purpoſe ; he is all Eye to ſee, and Ear to hear; and will 
one Day be all Hand to puniſh thoſe daring Mortals that 
even ſurpaſs in Malice the infernal Fiends, who own a God 
and tremble at his Preſence : Then he will exact a ſtrict 
Account of all thoſe that preſume to call in Queſtion his 
unlimited Power, more particularly exerted in the creating 
of all Things out of nothing, or that diſown his infinite 
Being; he is juſt in all his Decrees and Sentences ; a ter- 
rible God to thoſe that fall under his Indignation, but 
plenteous in Goodneſs to thoſe that believe his divine At- 
tributes, and more eſpecially free in Grace to thoſe that 
come to him for Indulgence, rough the Merits of his 
only Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Tue Gentleman reply'd, that theſe were common 
Notions, and only Maxims of State, to keep the World 
in a regular Diſcipline ; that the moſt refined Politicians 
had infuſed them into the Minds of others, and that by a 
long Succeſſion of Ages they were ſo generally received by 


the credulous and unthinking Part of Mankind, that they 


became, as it were, a ſecond Nature, and no Arguments 
were ſufficiently ſtrong to diſſuade Men from embracing 
thoſe Principles. But if you are ſo wiſe (ſays he) as to 


know what God is, pray diſcover to me how you can be 


eertain there is ſuch a Being. 


I MADE Anſwer, that the Being of God was plainly de- 
monſtrated by his Works and Wonders, ſuch as the admira- 
ble Frame of the Heavens and the Earth, the Sun, the 
Moon, and Stars; by the various Changes and Revolutions 
that happen in the World, by the wonderful Peace that con- 
ſtantly attends the good Aden of every Man's Life, and 
the dreadſul Horrors that ſeize on the vital Spirits of thoſe 
that wilfully tranſgreſs the Righteous Laws of Heaven. It 
appears, that there is ſuch a Being as a great and 


mighty God, as well by the Teſtimony of the Holy Scrip- 


ture, as by the general Conſent of Nations: both Barba- 
rous and Civilized, 
THE 
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Tu Gentleman reply'd, that there was ſome fliew of 
Reaſon in the Subject I had now been © difcourfing of: He 
aſk'd me if I had any thing more to ſay upon thisHead,that 
he might be farther ſatisfied of the Original of the World 
and that it did not proceed from natural Cauſes,” as was his 
Opinion, and that of many who bore the CharaQter of 
great and learned Men in this and former Ages. 

My Anſwer was: I doubted not but I ſhould convince 
bim, and the politeft Man now living, that the World 
was created by a ſupreme Being, and that it was not, as he 
and other Scepticks vainly fancy'd, the Jumbling together 
of Atoms, or any other Natural Cauſma. 

Ir your Society (ſays I) affirms there is no God, tel 


me what it is that ſupports this mighty Fabrick of the 


Univerſe, where thou liveſt, moveſt, and haſt thy Being; 
ſhew me the Reaſon of the Ebbing and flowing of the vaſt 
Ocean, or what it is that keeps its boiſterous Waves with- 
in their due Bounds. ” E e 

LET me know why the Moon ſhould have a greater 
Influence on the Waters, and human Bodies, than that 
glorious Luminary which ſhines by Day, or the Million of 
Stars that appear by Night. Tell me who it was that 
created the firſt Man, or: by whoſe power he came to 
breathe ; if thou ſay*ſt he ſprung out of the Earth by Na- 
ture, why does not that Nature produce more of the ſame 
kind, without the mutual Correſpondence of different 
dexes? Otherwiſe, bring me but one ſolid Argument, to 


| provethat it is Nature, and nothing elſe, which makes ſuch 


a viſible Diſtinction in every Face, tho* we are all appa- 


rently made of the ſame Shape and Form. 


Was it Nature that prompted Baynam the Martyr, 


| when he declared at the Stake, to the Multitude of Specta- 


tors, that he felt no morePain in the Flames, than in a Bed of 
Down ; nay, added he, Tis as ſweet to me as a Bed of Reſes. 
W as it Nature that excited Biſhop Ferrer to tell the 


| People, before. he went to the Place of Execution, to this 


Effect; If I fir in the Fire, believe not my Doctrine; 
and accordingly: he remain'd fix d and unmoved in the qmidft 
of all his T ortures. args | e 
Now I peremptorily challenge thee, O daring Atheiſt, to 
bring me one ſingle Inſtance, that an Unbeliever did at any 
time convince the World by a Miracle, that there is no God, 
ay, thou art altogether ignorant of the Productions of Na- 
tural Cauſes; for canſt thou explain the manner how the 
mbrio is form'd in its Mother's Womb, how its tender, 
Limbs 
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; Limbs are brought to their perfect Shape, how it pchedds 


61 


every Minute in its inſenſible Growth, how. its Nouriſh- 
ment is received and diſtributed to all the Parts of that dark 
Priſon, and how at laſt it forceably breaks through the 
Bars of it to breathe in a free Air? Or canſt thou make it 
appear by what means the Soul is infuſed into the human 
Body, how it exerciſes its ſeveral Faculties in thoſe ſecret 
Receſſes, or how it operates on the Animal Spirits? Nay, 
canſt thou give me an Account of the Vegetation of Plants, 
or ſhew how the Graſs grows under thy Feet ? 
Bor farther, If thou ſayeſt there is no ſupreme. and om- 
nipotent Being, how comes it to paſs that the moſt Part, if 
not all thoſe of your Profeſſion are in ſo. great a Conſter- 
nation when they come within the Proſpect of Eternity? 
Are ye wiſer than all the reſt of Mankind in time of 
Health, and ſuch Fools when ye come to die, as to 
diſcover ſo many Signs of Fear, Horror and Amazement! 

One of the greateſt Proficients in that Mad Learning 
could not forbear owning at-laſt, that when Reaſon is a- 
gainſt a Man, then a man will be againſt Reaſon. Another. 
Claſſick Author in the School of Atheiſm, when he lay on 
his Death-Bed, cry'd out for a Light, and a Guard to 
watch with him, left the Devil ſhould tear him to Pieces. 

ANoTHER eminent Atheiſt being juſt ready to expire, 
one aſk'd him what he now thought of God? whereupon 
he reply'd; I am altogether in the dark. And *tis alſo re- 
ported, that Hobbes, that famous Leviathan of Malmeſbury, 
drawing near his End, let fall the like Expreſſion, ſaying, 
Now 1 am about to fetch a leap in the dark, 

Beſides theſe Perſons, I could name the Earls of Roche- 
ſter and Pembroke, with many others, who before their 
Death were fill'd with Amazement at the Thoughts of 
their Infidelity and unaccountable Courſe of Life. 
AFTER my above-mentioned Friend had given ear for 
ſome Time to my Diſcourſe, he frankly own'd I had 
made ſome Impreſſion upon him. * 

I ToLD him, I look'd upon an Atbeiſt fit for the Con- 
verſation only of the Crazy and Lunatick ; and that J ad- 
mired that Gentlemen, who value themſelves on account 
of their Politeneſs, Philoſophy and Education, ſhould make 
fo weak a Miſtake as to fancy all Things were at 
firſt confuſedly huddled together, and placed by mere 
Chance in the ſame excellent Order as they now appear, 


without the Aſſiſtance of a Supreme Power, TI afk'd — 
ow 


how abſurd were all his Notions concerning the Creation” OJ 
of the World! | Gs 
I wiLL now (ſays I) confute your erroneous Opinion 
by the following familiar Inſtances. | SPA 
SUPPOSE a thouſand of green Leaves were torn to 
pieces, and ſhaken in a Bag, then let the moſt inquiſitive 
Naturaliſt obſerve whether ſome lucky future Chance will | 
bring their ſeparate Particles together again, ſo as to appear | 
in their former Shape, and as entire as when they were | 
growing on the Tree. | | | 
AGAIN ; Suppoſe a Flight of Birds, taken in a Snare, 
to be hood-wink'd, and let fly one by one every Minute, 
let the moſt diſcerning Judgment conſider whether Fortune 
or natural Cauſes is capable of ordering the Buſineſs fo | 
wiſely, that they all meet the next Morning, tho' blind, | 
in the uſual Manner, on a certain Buſh or little Hedge. | 
' Trest Miracles are far more likely to happen, (a thou- | 
ſand times over) than that the vaſt Fabrick of the Univerſe 
ſhould be ſo made by mere Chance, without the Help of an j 
infinite Being, or that by Nature Light ſhould ſpring out of f 
Darkneſs, to bring forth the whole Race of Man and all i 
other living Creatures, to appoint a regular Succeſſion of 1 
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter, to frame the yon- ! 
der Element in the viſible Heavens, and to fix there the f 
Stars with the reſt of thoſe high Orders, {| 
Dip natural Cauſes dig the Grave of the deep Ocean, 
and diſtill ſo much Water as to fill up its deep un fathomable fl 
Caverns? Can Nature ſet its Bounds, or is it poſſible that } 
the Sea ſhould make ſo prodigious a Cavity of its own j 
Accord? Can Nature command the Clouds to weep ſuch it 
Floods of Tears as may ſerve to fill up that empty Space, ll 
or even to let fall ſuch a Quantity of Rain, to ſupply thoſe it 
numerous Rivers that run into the Channels of the vaſt 
Ocean ? Can Nature cauſe the Rocks to uſher out Streams, 
and raiſe Fountains under the Surface of the Earth, to fill 
the Springs that diffuſe themſelves through the hidden | 
Windings of the Earth,and run down the little Rivulets in if 
ſilent Streams, to quench the Thirſt of living Beings ? 
Is it Nature that firſt created the Multitude of airy In- 
habitants which fly in the liquid Air, or that firſt gave 2 
hHeing to the Fiſhes who take their Ranges through the un- 
ſeen Paths in the Ocean and the little Rivers? Canſt thou ſo 
much as traverſe the crooked Ways of the induftrious Ant, f 
that runs in the Day-time to her Chambers, loaded with 
her Winter Proviſions ? Ir 


I (ays I) your Society of Atbeiſis cannot in 
pour Councils perform ſo much as this one Act of the 

Ant, 'diſband - yourſelves, . retire in ſecret, and be ſeen no 

more, 5 | | 
14 - AFTER the Gentleman had attended ſome time longer to 
4 my Diſcourſe, he own'd that my Arguments were ſtrong : 
% But urg d, ſuppoſe they were Truth, yet he could not be 
induced to believe that there was any Heaven prepared for 
good Men, or a Hell for Reprobates; and that his Opini- 
on of the Deity was, that as for any Concern about Mat- 

[! ters of Religion, he took it to be a needleſs Trouble, nei- 
1% ther could he be perſuaded of a divine Providence that rules 
over the World, or is in any wiſe intereſted in the Manage- 
ment of ſublunary Affairs; adding, that ſuch a glorious and 
mighty Being as I had deſcribed, was not to be moved by 
the Petitions of ſo frail a Creature as Man. 
. I ansWER'D : I was ſurpriſed to ſee a Gentleman of his 
* Parts and Learning entertain ſo mean an Opinion of an 
omnipotent Being and all-ſeeing God. Nay, I told him 
he plainly confuted himſelf, for if my former Arguments 
had convinced him of a ſupreme Deity that reigns in Glory, 
he muſt needs attain to the Belief, that he is moſt wiſe and 
almighty. Then it follows, that God will be pleaſed with 
Mankind, who ſo much reſembles himſelf; ſince Truth 
and Goodneſs are to be found in ſome meaſure in a rati- 
onal Creature, but moſt tranſcendently in God. There- 
fore it may be reaſonably infer'd, that God will condeſcend 
fo low as to hear the Prayers of thoſe that come to him 
with a full Belief of his infinite Mercy, and that there is 
. a Reward for all good Men in a future State, and a Place 
14 of endleſs Pain for the Vile and Vicious; ſo that whatever 

i he might think to the contrary now, Le would find it to be 
the natural Refult of ſuch Courſes of Life, as well as the 
Juſtice of God, in rewarding the Righteous, and afflicting 
the Wicked, according to their reſpective Actions. 

BuT to render the Matter ſtill more intelligible, he that 
once admits the Being of a God, who created all things 
out of a Confuſed Chaos, and an Empty Space, muſt needs 
allow that he takes a particular care of all Beings of his 
own Creating, which. were the Work of Six Days. It 
is evident, it can be no manner of Difficulty for ſo high 
an Order as God is, to obſerve the Thoughts and Actions 
of Man. His Word alone without any farther Trouble 


can govern the World with a ſtrict and regular aha wn 
| hen 
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191 
Then what reaſonable Perſon can imagine (except a weak 
Atheiſt). that this original Fountain of Wiſdom in the Ab- 
ſtract ſhould raiſe ſo noble a Fabrick as the Works of Na. 
ture, and at the ſame time take no Thoughts about it, but 
let all go to Ruin and Confuſion. Concerning which 
Point I thus deliver d my Thoughts to the Gentleman: 
« Was God to withdraw his Hand from underneath our 
“ Globe of Earth, in that very Inſtant the Sun would be 
& eclipſed, the Moon veil'd, the Stars clouded, the Ele- 
ce ment darken'd, and the whole Univerſe, and all the high 
« Powers that now appear to our view, would immediately 
ce fink and fall down into its Original Chaos, a mere 


» nothing. | 


As ſoon as I had ended, my Friend ſeem'd to be in a 
Study, In a few Minutes he anſwer'd, I will grant, that 
| there is a God who created the Univerſe, and a Providence 
that now rules upon the Earth: But if Sacred Writ be 
the Word of Truth, as you ſay it is, wherein does infi- 
nite Goodneſs and Mercy conſiſt, to puniſh his own 
Image, Man, to eternal Ages, only for a few natural Er- 
rors, committed in this momentary Scene of Life? The 
Pain to be inflicted is no leſs than to dwell in everlaſting 
Fire, Theſe are the very Words of Sacred Writ ; and 
your Divines tell the Audience, in their Diſcourſes, that 
our material Fire here on Earth is nothing in Compariſon 
to the Burnings in Hell. | 
vIR, ſays he, if you fail in anſwering this very Article 
to the Satisfaction of our Council of Atheiſts, as you are 
pleaſed to call us, all that you have hitherto ſaid of the 
Greatneſs and Forgiveneſs of God to his Creatures will avail 
you little; your Doctrine will then overturn the Faith of 
your Church Militant, and eſtabliſh the Opinions of our 
Society, that there is no God, no Providence, no Heaven, 
and no Hell. | 
I answERED: If Man was to live for ever, he would 
fin for ever, and violate the righteous Laws of his God ; 
and that I found he had little Knowledge in ſacred Record, 
but took the Texts as the Words run, without any farther 
| Expounding, or Conſideration of their true Senſe and 
eaning. | 
din (continued I) you fancy you have ſtarted a Queſtion 
wich is unanſwerable. But the God, in whom I believe, hath 
inſtructed me ſo far as to expound his Word, and give you 
a ſalisfactory Reply concerning his Juſtice in puniſhing Man to 
a Eternity. 
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Eternity. I doubt not but what I am going to treat of 
will convince your whole Council of Atherfts of your weak 
Arguments now propoſed to me, tho' you think them very 
ſtrong and nervous.” I alfo believe, and may - reaſonably 


expect, that the Doctrine J here lay down, may be 


of uſe to all the Univerſities and Schools of Learning ir 
Europe. I fay, they have err'd in the Article I am going 
to treat of; and, in my Opinion, have not, in their 
Writings and Sermons, kept up to the ſtrict Rules of the 
Bible. I doubt not but I ſhall ſtrike you ſilent, and that 
my Arguments will be of ſuch Force as not to be anſwer- 
ed, either by you, or the Proigſtant, Greek and Romiſh 
Churches. And now I come to ſhew what the Puniſnments 
of Hell really are, and what they are not. SHOP! Bu 

J Do not know but the Truths I am going to deliver 
may be reſented by many, who value themſelves upon ac- 
count of their Underſtanding in Scripture Knowledge, and 
the Greet and Hebrew Languages; and ſo much the 
more, becauſe I never took Orders in the Church, nor 
have either Philoſophy or Learning equal with them : 
However, I can't die in Peace, till I have deliver'd my 
Thoughts upon this very important Subject. 

I ToLD the Gentleman, I could not vindicate the 
Juſtice of the great God in a more proper and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Manner, nor act a better Part for the Salvation of 
immortal Souls, than by ſhewing what the Puniſhments of 
Hell really are; not Fire nor Brimſtone; not Furnaces of 
Lead, nor Coppers of boiling Oil; tho? it is true, the State of 
Hell is repreſented in Scripture by everlaſting Burnings by 
Brimftone, and many other Metaphors of the like Nature. 

SEVERAL ancient and modern Divines, of this and 
other Nations, have undertaken to deſcribe Hell as a Place 
of material Fire; they have proceeded ſo far as to affirm, 
that there is as much Difference between the ſcorching 
Flames of Hell and thoſe that are felt on Earth, in our 
material Fire, as there are between a painted and real Fire. 

I rave heard Miniſters, of all Perſuaſions, eſpecially 
the Diſſenters, tell their Audience, that to be caſt into a 
Cauldron of boiling Lead is but a Flea-bite, a little Sting, 
in Compariſon of the infernal Furnace, where wick 
Reprobates ſhall ſuffer endleſs Pains to all Eternity. Good 
God! what a Sort of Doctrine is this, to teach in our 
Cathedrals, Churches and Meeting-Houſes ! what does 
this Doctrine make the eternal God to be! who, in the 

| ; | very 


i { 111 J * 
very Abſtract, is Goodneſs, Mercy, Pity, Forbearance, 


f and Forgiveneſs; my Flefh even trembles when I hear the 
K Almighty charged with Severities that diveſt him at once 
7 of all his divine and excellent Attributes. 115 a 
y To apply an Allegory: Should we fee an earthly Mo- 
e narch take a Traitor, guilty of the higheſt and blackeſt 
Int Crimes, and torture him with red: hot Irons in ſeveral 
18 Parts of his Body every Day, for the Space of three 
ir Months only, ſhould not we record this Prince, in 
he WE our own Breaſt, cruel and tyrannical ? It would diveſt | 
at i bim of all. Clemency, Pity and Mercy. The Application . 
T- WE is cafy, and the Emblem jul, 
I TAKE: the Reverend Mr. J#Fitefield, tho? I diſſent 


from him in Opinion, to be a well-meaning Man, one 
that aims at the Converſion of Souls; but my Thoughts 
are, he wants Conſideration and Conduct in his Diſcoufes; 
his Elevations of Spirit are rather Enthuſiaſm than true 
and ſound Doctrine; as hath already appeared by many of 
his Diſciples being ſeized with Deſpair, and too many, 1 
fear, with the Diſeaſe of Diſtraction, "769k "1 | 

I UTTERLY diſſent from all ſevere Doctrines; and am 
not for running weak Minds into Madhouſes, as, God 
knows, hath been frequently done, in Sermons delivered 
from the Pulpit, in the preſent and former Ages. 

My Conceptions of Hell are the Reverſe of the Doc- 
trines I have heard in Churches and Meeting-Houſes. 
The Precepts I ſhall lay down, in reſpect to the State of 
Hell, I hope will be taken as a farther Confirmation of.the 
Old and New Teftament, and extirpate thoſe blind Notions 
that ſerve only to perplex the Spirits of good Men, and to 
countenance Ather/ts in their Infidelity. 

I THINK it muſt of neceflity be acknowledged, that 
many Paſſages of Sacred Writ are prophetical, ſome para- 
bolical, and others myſtical. In ſeveral Places Hell is re- 
preſented to our View in the Likeneſs of Things here on 
Earth, that it may the better reach our Capacities: Thus 
it couches the Deſcription of Hell, under ſeveral figurative 
Expreſſions. 

Taz Emblems preſented in Scripture are recorded to ſuit 
our Apprehenſions, and for no other End. Therefore I 
ſhall keep cloſe to the Scope and true Meaning of the Go- 

| thel of Jeſus Chriſt ; and I cannot but promiſe myſelf, that 

what I have to deliver will effectually remove many Doubts g 
in wavering and unſtable Hearts, as to the Puniſhments in 4 
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. Hell, which they look upon with great Dread and Hor- 
ror, and cannot explain the 25755 their Capacities will 
not take it in. 

HERE I muſt profeſs, I neither do, nor ever did be- 
lieve, ſince I came to the Knowledge of a Man, that there 
was, is, or ever ſhall be, any material or other Fire made 
uſe of in the lower Regions for the everlaſting Puniſhment 
of frail Man, on account of a few Errors acted in a ſhort 
and momentary Life, tho he does ſin more than ſeven 
times a Day. 

I TAKE Hell to be in all Places where G is abſent, 
both in the preſent and in the future State; I take Hell to 
be a guilty and wounded Conſcience. And this undoubt- 
edly proves, that there is a Hell to puniſh the Wicked in 
this World, and another when Time ſhall be no more; 
one is of a ſhort Duration, the other to endleſs Ages, 

I WILL endeavour to ſhew, with all the Perſpicuity 
imaginable, what the Pains of an eternal Hell are; and that 
will deſcribe to the meaneſt Capacities what a temporal 
Hell is, a ſear'd and wounded Conſcience. 

HAvIxO laid down my Opinion, that there never was, 
is, or ſhall be, any material or other Fire in Hell, to puniſh 
Sinners in the unſeen Life, my Reaſons for it are theſe : 

THE Soul of Man is a Breath of Life infuſed by an Al- 
mighty Being, and not a bodily Subſtance, that is capable 
of undergoing any Miſery by corporal Pains, of what Kind 
ſoever they may be ſuppoſed to be. Tt is certain, God or- 
dain'd corporal Puniſhment for material and mortal Beings, 
and not for immaterial and immortal Spirits, 

_ I Have often admired; that Men, otherwiſe of ſound 
8 ſhould depart ſo far from the true Senſe and 
eaning of the Hoh Bible, as to hold, that there is a material 
or any other Fire in Hell to be inflicted upon undone Souls; 
and, indeed, it is ſo great a Contradiction to Divinity and 
found Reaſon, that I take it to be an abſurd Error, much 
of the ſame Nature with that of the Romy h Church, who 
blindly believe Tranſubſtantiation, and I know not what 
middle State of Purgatory. Neither is there any Occafion 
to make Hell worſe than it really is, or for Divines to per- 
ſuade the Audience there is ſomething in Hell, which, 
upon due Examination, will be found to have no real 
: Exiflence, | 
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Wr may as well treat of the true Nature of Hell as of 
what it is not, which would tend much more to extinguiſh 


the Principles of Atheiſs than a different Practice. 


THERE is no Text, in the Old or New Teſtament, 


that ſpeaks of any material Fire in Hell, or that loſt Souls 


are to be tormented in the future State with the ſame Tor- 
'tures that are inflicted on Fleſh and Blood. I could bring 
other Arguments to eſtabliſh this Doctrine; but, I think, 
thoſe already produced are ſufficient to be laid before a Body 
of Divines, and what, I think, cannot be anſwer'd by 
either of our Univerſities. LS 

THe Soul of a Reprobate undoubtedly enters into the 
State of Hell immediately after it hath left the Body ; for 
my Opinion is, that in the very Moment we ceaſe to 
breathe, the Spirit takes its Flight directly to God's pri- 
vate Bar of Juſtice, there to receive its final Verdict of- 
Acquittance or Condemnation ; the Soul will then know 
the Fate that muſt attend it. 

I wiLL now lay down my Sentiments what the Pains 
of Hell will be after the final Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and the general Judgment and Day of Reckoning are over. 

AT this great Aſſize the Righteous will be ſeparated 
from the Wicked, and the incorruptible Body united to 
its immortal Spirit, At the Time that grand Seffions ſhall 
break up, and the holy Judge, the ſacred Trinity, diſſolve 
the tremendous Tribunal, what Scene will then appear! 


The condemn'd will enter into the Priſon, their everlaſting 


Habitation, and the Gate ſhut, never to be open'd more: 


Then the ſpacious Curtain will be drawn over thoſe ama- 


Zing and gloomy Clouds; a Night that ſhall never dawn 


to Day; an Eternity that will find no Period ; a Space of 


Apes that will paſs on never to be ſpent ; Nights that can't 
be number' d. What is this Scene but the thick Vallance 


of Heaven, to overſhadow thoſe confin'd Priſoners from 


the Sight of the glorious Regions where God reigns | 

TuIs is the Deſcription of Hell; there are no Burnings, 
but the ' immaterial Stings of Conſcience. Was I a Di- 
Vine, and ſhould teach any other Dectrine than this, I 
fear my Diſcourſes would make but few Proſelites. Hell 
is only the withdrawing the Almighty's Preſence and Fa- 


. Your; and where the divine Eſſence can't be found, we 


may know what the Pains of that eternal State will be, in 
the Abyſs of Darkneſs, by our own Experience here on 
Earth, If my Mind, which is my Soul, is fill'd with 
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- Guilt and Confuſion, 1 am miſerable, let my Coffers be 
ever ſo full of Treaſure. 


Firmament and olittering Stars : This is an Emblem what 
ſhall be the Entertainment of the Guilty i in the unſeen Pri- 


endured in the inviſible Hell, and deſcribed the Rewards of 
Virtue and Innocence in the inviſible Heaven, theſe few 


of Heaven, and what are the Pains of Hell, in both 


(4) 


If my Mind, which is the infuſed Breath of Chriſt, be 


poſſeſſed with Peace and Joy, I am really happy; and it 
s to me an earthly Paradiſe, tho' my Circumſtances go not 
beyond the Sphere of juſt the Neceſſaries of Life. This is 
an Emblem of the Streams of Pleaſure the Righteous will 


entertain'd. with, when their Spirits arrive. beyond the 


fon of thick Darkneſs. 
Hap I begun and ended my Diſcourſe of the Pains to be 


Lines are ſo clear and full, that they may ſatisfy the Learned 
as well as the Illiterate in their Principles what are the Joys 


Worlds. 
At the End of my Diſcourſe I aſk'd the ths what 
Anſwer he had to —— 3 he ſaid, he was now convinced 


that my Doctrine was true and agreeable to ſound Reaſen, 


and was not to be confuted either by the Council of Atheiſts, 

or by the whole Body of Divines. My 2 (ſays 

he) can't contradict this Article, it is beyond my Sphere 
to diſpute any longer with you. 

Hap your Clergy preach'd up this Doctrine, I had never 

n an Atheiſt; for J ever took it to be inconſiſtent with 

eaſon that frail Man was to dwell in everlaſting Fire, made 


Hotter than a Furnace of boiling Lead. 


Six, ſays he, it is now too late for my Soul to obtain Sal- 
vation, I am damn'd for ever. Curſed be the Day when I 
call'd into Queſtion the tremendous Being. Curſed be.the 
Hour that I diſown'd. God, who created the Heavens and 
the Earth, Curſed be the Momeht when I breath'd 
or came into this naked World; I have ſinn'd with Ju- 
das, and cannot repent. Here be took his Leave of me in 


Agonies of Deſpair. 


I HEARD no farther from him till he received his Sum- 
mons to die. At Midnight he ſent for me, to come and 
make him a Viſit in his laſt Moments. I aroſe and went, an 
he embraced me in his Arms with the AﬀeRions of a Friend. 

SIR, ſaid he, I have committed the Sin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, and that can't be forgiven in neither _ 
ave 


35). | 
J have ſinned againft the Light of Nature, I have ſinned 
againſt my Jeſus, and I have ſinned againſt the Conflicts of 

| ny own Tho hts. In the interim a Divine came in; 
my ug - 
| upon which I retired. The next Morning I made 
; him another Viſit, . and from that time I attended him 
: three or four Hours every Day, till the time he was tran- 
1 ſlated into a lifeleſs Image void of Motion, void of Pulſe, 
0 and void of Breath. | 
4 DurinG my Viſits, through Divine Mercy he had his 
Senſes preſerved in a wonderful Manner. When I came 
the ſecond time, which was on a Sabbath-day, I aſk'd him 
be what made him ſo dejected in his Spirits? Lift up your 
Soul (fays I) to the Habitation of your God; there is Mer- 
cy to be obtained, tho your Sins are innumerable, even 
more than'the Hairs of your Head. Dread not to leave 
this Vale of Miſery, and the Converſation of Sinners; their 
Company clouds the Soul, and throws the Mind and Spirit 
into an Eclipſe. 

ALAS! (ſays he) I am not afraid to die; I could meet 
Death with as much Courage as I have encounter'd an Ene- 
my in the Field of Battle, and embrace it as freely as ever 
I did any Friend whom I entirely lov'd ; for tho' I have 
great Earthly Poſſeſſions, I ſee nothing in this viſible State 
that is worth the Pains of keeping. 

I HAve been wiſe and fooliſh; in my Youth I was 
ſober and virtuous, in my middle Age I have been vile and 
vicious: Now I diſcern the Difference between a Believer 
and an Atheiſt, My ſtrongeſt Arguments at our Confe- 
rence were no more than theFallacy of a few airy Repartees, 
not capable to elude a thinking Man. Had I been ſenſi- 
ble in time of Health, of the Conſequenceof Atheiſm, I had 
neyer endured the Convictions that now lie heavy upon my 
Spirits: They fink me down below my ſelf, they are 
heavier than T can utter, or you are capable to conceive. 

I svRyEty beyond a Temporal Death: The Dread you 
perceive in me derives from the near Approach I make to 
the Night of Darkneſs, veil'd from the Eye of my God, 
and the Eye of my Jeſus. | | | 

I TOLD him, if he did not fall into Agonies of Deſpair 
(the deepeſt Hell) Chriſt's Merits were ſufficient to atone 
or his Atheiſm; his Blood was ſpilt to ſave the Soul of Ju- 
das (who firſt denied, and then betray'd him) on Con- 


dition he had humbled himſelf at the Throne of Grace 
or Mercy, = | 
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I IN TREATED him to diſperſe thoſe black Clouds that 
ſtruck ſuch amazing Thoughts in his Mind: Deſpair (ſays 
I) is the Torment of confin'd Souls in Hell, that never 
expect to be releaſed out of the Everlaſting Dungeon. 

AT theſe Expreſſions the Gentleman ſigh'd: Oh! Sir 
(ſays he) I am loſt for ever, my Pain can never be greater 
when I come to dwell with the Damn'd : my Soul is now 
ſo wounded that it muſt die ; I ſhall never ſee the Face of 
Chriſt, till he aſſigns me over to the Regions that you de- 
ſcribed to me in our Conference. 

HERE the Gentleman ſtopt, his Eyes diſtill'd Water: 


| how ſhall I (ſays he) be able to endure the Stings of my 


Atheiſtical Principles? how ſhall I be able to undergo the 
Remembrance of my vicious Courſe of Life? How ſhall 
I be able to live in an Abyſs of Deſpair ? my crimes far 
exceed thoſe of Francis Spira: He was never fo wicked as 
I have been; he never entertained fuch Thoughts of God 
as I have done: If there are any Diſtinctions or Degrees 
in Hell, I ſhall ſwim in lower Streams of Miſery than the 
Fews, who crucified the Son of God, and put him to an 
open Shame. 


He THEsE Agonies of Deſpair pierc'd my very Soul; they 
*azaiicd Paſſions in me not to be expreſs'd. I fat filent for 


ſome Minutes, before I return'd an Anſwer. I run 
thro' many Texts of Scripture, to know what Words were 
moſt ſuitable to the Gentleman's Caſe. At laſt I ſpoke, 
and bid him believe and rehearſe the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. I bid him repent, and prepare to receive the 
facred Elements, to Eat that Divine Bread and Drink that 
generous Wine, in Remembrance of ,what was done for 


him at the Tree, without the Gates of Feruſalem. Look 


(ſays I) on that bloody Croſs, and ſay with the Sinner 
that then was Crucified with his God; Lord, remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom; whoſe Anſwer was, This 
day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe. 8 7 
T Hr1s Malefactor was one Minute an Atheiſt in Chriſt, an 
unbelieving Jew ; the next a Chriſtian Penitent ; and in 
a Moment his Pardon was ſeal'd and his Soul gone to the 
Regions of Glory, to reign with Jeſus. I told him, there 
was ſtill the ſame God, ftill the ſame Saviour, ſtill the ſame 
Forgiveneſs, and ſtill the ſame Mercy to be found upon 
his Faith in the Goſpel. _ | | 
Six (fays he) my Life, my Converſation, my Com 
pany, my Thoughts, have been ſuch Floods of * 
nels, 


nels,, fen Streams or Inquiry” | 
Merits of Chriſt to Pardon. 2 
IoksIRED him not to ſuffer his Deſpair to run higher 
than that of Francis Spira, or any Atheiſt recorded in the 
Hiſtories of paſt Ages: Remember Thomas the Apoſtle 
(ſays I) he was one of the twelve Diſciples, an Unbeliever 
as well as you; his Crimes were little leſs than Atheiſm; 
he call'd in queſtion the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and would 
not be eſtabliſt'd in the Faith, till he thruſt his Hand into 
the wounded Side of his holy Jeſus ; he would not believe, 
till he ſaw the Prints of the Nails in his ſacred Hands and 
Feet: Nevertheleſs, his Saviour had Compaſſion on his 
Infirmities, and brought him to the Truth of what he be- 
fore doubted: If you, periſh, (ſays I) let it be at the Pool 
of Betheſda, or at the Throne of God's Goodneſs and 
VVV e 

: Tas Gentleman anſwer'd, that the Ark of Mercy 
could never be thrown open to him, who had argued for 
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| many Years ſo ſtrongly againſt the Being and Work of 


his Creator. | 

. Si (ſaid he) my Crimes are ſo numerous, that I can't 
diſperſe the Thoughts of Deſpondency ; tho? J ſhould pro- 
ſtrate myſelf never ſo low at the Feet of Jeſus, and there 
weep, Day and Night fot ten thoufand Hours (and I have 
ſcarce ſo many Minutes to live) how can I then look up 
for Salvation, and hope for Pardon ? . f 
„I ToLD him a Change tho' late would be accepted, and 
that he might be certain of Salvation; for that the Treaſury 
of Chriſt's Mercy was never exhauſted, and the Fountain of 
his blood could never be ſpent. ts | 
- SIR (ſays I) what you do muſt be done preſently. I find 
the time of your Diſſolution is near. Inſtantly ſtrive, ſummons 
up the principal Articles of Faith, overcome that Spirit of 


Deluſion which ſuggeſts to you thete is no Pardon, no 


God to be reconciled, and that your Sins are of too deep a 
ſcarlet Dye, to be blotted out of the Book of Life; caſt a- 
way thoſe deſpairing Thoughts they are the cunning De- 
vices of the grand Enemy of Man's Salvation. 

. SIR (fays he) the time of Grace is gone, take no Com- 
paſſion of my Soul, nor wreſtle any longer with the Al- 
mighty in Prayer for me a vile Atheiſt, a Monſter in Na- 
ture, I feel the Wrath of Heaven oppreſs me, my Cala- 
mities are great, they lie heavy upon my Soul. I am al- 
Fady as much in Hell, as if I was in that beyond the 
2 o i . Grave; 


* Grave; there can be no hotter Hell than this I now endure. 


Equal not your Sorrows with mine, the Time is ſhort, in a 
little while my Spirit will be gone to the Regions you re- 
preſented to me of loſt Souls clouded in Darkneſs, hid from 
the Twilight of the Day ; a Night never to dawn : Now 
(ſays he} my Breath comes ſhort, my Spirits are faint, and 
my Mind perplex'd ; the Agonies of Deſpair are upon me, 
the Pains of Death have feiz'd my Nerves ; I am retiring 
to my laſt Port, and near my Arrival at the Gate of Eter- 
nity. | 
1 Eternity ! that long Eternity! O pro- 
found Eternity! how fhall I meaſure thy Dimenſions? 
where ſhall J go to find an End of Eternity? am I to fink 
down the Eddies of Eternity, and never find a Period, 
never ſee an End of my Sufferings ! is this to be my Ha- 
bitation! is this the Reward of Atheiſm ! is this the Por- 
tion of Unbelievers in Chrift ! is this the Recompence of 
Sin! What! tho? there is no Fire to burn, there is a 
Conſcience to ſting ; Pains ſufficient for the Frailties of 
Man's ſhort Life. | 5 

Now (ſays he) F am at the point of my Journey's 
End; I ſtand at the very brink of Eternity, at the Gate 
of that Hell,in which you vindicated the Juſtice of God in 
not puniſhing his Images with Everlaſting- Fire and Burn- 
ings ; Tortures (according to your Clergy) not inferiour 
to that of being broiled upon a Gridiron, or chained in a 
Furnace of boiling Lead. I never look'd upon that Doctrine 
to conſiſt with Divine Mercy. Tam damn'd, in that Par- 
raign'd that high Power, and call'd his Divine Attributes in- 
to Queſtion. Why did not God call back that Hour, that 
Minute, and that Moment, when] firſt ſtarted my athe- 
iftical Queſtions to you? and why did I not then inftantly 
periſh: and die? The Anſwers you gave me in our Confe- 
rences may keep Millions of Souls out of everlaſting De- 
ftruction. The Arguments you then preſented will live 
to the laſt Generations: they will ſtand as Records, till 
Time centers in Eternity: now the Church Militant will 
teach your Doctrine, that there is no material nor any other 
Fire in Hell but the bitter Agonies of Deſpair. 

I intreated my dying Friend, that if he was thus per- 
ſuaded of what Hell really is, and what it is not, he would 
be ſo good to his dear Soul, as to repent of his Errors and 
go out of the World with a ſteadfaſt Faith; for the Arm 
of Mercy (tho' late) would be extended to him, as it jo 

0 


be Malefacbor upon the Croſs, Retain (ſays I) a Truft in 


dinners. 


he Righteous, but to pardon the greateſt and worſt of 
I ToLD him, that tho he had committed the Crimes of 


f Jeſus was a ſufficient Sacrifice to atone for all, Thus I 
I rgued with him till the Time of his Diſſolution; his Senſes 
Were very quick in all his Pains, to the very laſt Inſtant. I 
Fontinued with him, and fat filent, to ſee the Struggles be- 
ween Life and Death, between Soul and Body. I could 
Wcarce ſupport Nature to behold his Agonies of Deſpair, and 
how wiſhfully he look'd in my Face; as much as to ſay, 
an't you now ſave me from the Wrath to come? Can't 
you now hide me in Oblivion, where Vengeance may not 
ind me? There was fixt in his Countenance an Air of 
Atheiſm, a Man forſaken of God. Juſt before he expired, 
be Bed, in which he lay, ſhook under him, his Joints were 
Poſen'd, his Knees' knock'd one againſt another, and all 
Ie Parts of his Body were in a continual Agitation; his 
hace ſeem'd inflam'd with the Heat of Paſſion, and in the 
Aoment his Spirit took its Flight into the inviſible World, 
Here remain'd as it were ſuch a Picture of Horror, that it 
even impoſſible to be expreſs'd by Words, or conceived in 
Wl boughts. All that I can ſay is, it ſufficiently argues 
What dreadful Agonies of Deſpair a Soul is in, that cannot 
Epent, and call upon his God for Mercy. — | 
W 1 Have a ftrict Command laid upon me not to publiſh 
Wis Gentleman's Name, he being deſcended from a noble 
Id religious Family; and there are others of the Name 
Pho may be apt to reſent it as an Indignity ; beſides, he 
mmitted ſuch Offences as ought not to be retained in the 
emory of his Deſcendants. The Scene of his Youth was 
Wriuous, modeſt and religious; but his middle Age fo ir- 
W2ular, that it can ſcarcely be parallel'd. * 
W £xcLupinG his Vices, his natural Parts and Endow- 
ents were ſo extraordinary, that they rendered his Conver- 
on agreeable to Perſons of the higheſt Rank and Quality. 
dat any Time, when he conceal'd his atheiſtical Prin- 
f Ples, his Diſcourſes were very polite and pleafant, they 
med the Ears of thoſe he convers'd with; few Gen- 
cn of Quality having ever attain'd to greater Perfection in 
Art of Speaking; but 1 8 his Arguments were level d 


> againſt 


Ee? he 7 
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Teſus ; there is ſtill Balm in Gilead, and a Phyſician there. 
CRIST ſaid, I did not come into the World to fave 


3 en thouſand Reprobates, yet the Merits and precious Blood : 


— 


Aire .SCrIprure. and Keaton, - they Were ealily con uted, 
as Atheiſts generally are. It is very diſagreeable to me, in 


the Concluſion of my Diſcourſe, to mention that there ate 


now a Set of Men who argue contrary to their own Senti- 
ments, highly oppoſing thoſe Truths which they can't but be 
convinced of in their own Thoughts, whenever they take 
a Survey of the Works of Nature, and inquire into the 
ower of the Divine Eſſence, there to ſee his mighty Ag; 
in every little Plant, in every deſpiſable Weed or Blade of 
wing in the leaſt Creature that creeps upon the Earth; 
there we may behold the Face of God, they ſhew the 
Wonders of his Creation beyond all Contradiction. Do 
but look thro' a magnifying Glaſs, there you may ſee Mul. 
titudes of living Beings ſit upon a green Leaf or the Bloom 
of aPlumb ; can this be the Effect of natural Cauſes only? 
Is it not the Energy of God that guides and directs all? ] 
here challenge the whole Council of. modern Athei/ts to dif 
prove one Point, with all their Philoſophy and Reaſon. . . 
I Muse deliver my Thoughts; I wiſh there were no 
Atheiſts that now wear the Robes of Orthedax Divines, 
and appear in our Churches and Cathedrals, and there offici. 
ate all the Ceremonies of Chriſtianity at the Altar and in 
the Pulpit. J) Ea a.» 
I DARE not inquire into the Striétneſs of their Live, 
nor run thro” the Scenes of their Profaneneſs: But this! 
am certain of, and can confirm it with my dying Breath, 
that for many Years together I have had frequent and fi 
miliar Converſation with the moſt principal as well as the 
inferior Clergy of our eftabliſh*'d Church, and J have found 
many of them ſound in their Faith and in their Doctrine, 
ſtrick in their Lives, humble in their Demeanour, an 
exemplary in their Converſation. 


PP 
WHEN the Sun hath undergone her total Eclipſe te | 
Moon and Planets veiled in Darkneſs, the Elem 


melted away as Wax, the Stars fallen from their high Ona 
and drop down as mighty Showers of Hail, and the Ea 


reduced to its original Chaos; as ſoon as all theſe cr 


Beings are vanifk'd and hid ig Obliyign, then 1 9 7 


dnruted, 
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ten will be preſented to the whole Audience of the Wick 
hat ever breath'd upon the Face of the whole Earth, the 


- 


Priſon Door will be open'd, the Condemn'd muſt enter in. 


bey Ach pon this the Divine Eſſence will withdraw, and the Gate 
Bi. Jo of f Heaven will be ſhut up from their View. ; 
e Earth; Wàær is the F ire there? Cries and Sighs. What js the 
ew the Vorm that never dies? The Loſs of Heaven and Glory. 


5 What is the Smoak of the bottomleſs Pit? Howling and 
72 Me y W amentations. What are the Flames and Brimſtone there? 
= Blog WT he Stings of an accuſed Conſcience, What are the weep- 

ng, wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth there? Deep Groans 


fs On nd Agonies of Deſpair. Theſe are the everlaſting Fires; 
7 50 a. hee. the Burnings in Hell: No other Flames appear in 
1 bo gloomy and cloudy Regions. No. : 


Re Ir the Scenes here preſented of Hell are not ſoon anſwer'd 
x Nivins y the Proteſtant, Greek or Romiſh Church, my Doctrine 
Wan offic ill be henceforth eftabliſh'd as Orthodox Divinity. 5 5 
ai $1 I HAVE drawn up my own Vindication, and appointed 
Rag Wt to be publiſh'd in one Month after my Deceaſe, to acquit 


Bel Lid 5 nyſelf of thoſe Calumnies raiſed upon me by vile Incen- 


But this lM liaries; they have laid Crimes to my 8 that I know 
Breath Pothing of. I have fign'd and feal'd my Wrongs in my 
x. 55 1 est Will and Teſtament, in the Preſence and Sight of my 


30d, that knows the Secrets of Hearts. 


well as tht From No. 3. in Little-Ailie-Street, Goodtnan's Fields, © 

have found - =bbath-day in the Morning, Gef. 26. 5 CHA. Povkv. 
r Doctrine, 5 

anour, and 1 6h 


Catalogue of what Points ] have wrote on and 
3 8 : publiſb d. : 


HE Orthodox Faith. "Inſtances of Mortification. 
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> | The suffering of the Primitive Chriſtians. The 
| ; enitent Thief upon the Croſs. The Nature of Hu- 
Eclipſe, i nility. The Duties of Honour owing to God in his 
he Elemedb _—— in his Word, in his Houſe, on the Sabbath- 
8 high O . Tbe Streſs to be laid upon Ceremc es. Me- 
1d the ons on the Lord's Supper. The 8. rings of 
cheſe ce eſus. The Shortneſs of Man's Life. The Vanity of a 
| the ceo: "i portal State. The Scenes of Mortality. A Deſcription 


: * Solemnity at the Funeral of Mary the Second, Queen 
2 England, Divine Breathings at the near Approach of 
ech. Repreſentations of the ſharp Pangs of Death, 
TT is R's. 
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Reflections on human Mortality. An Alluſion to the Co. 
ronation of the unfortunate King James the Second. A Ml 
Parable of a voluptuous Epicure, The Advice of a dying 
Man to his Friend. A Relation of a certain Doctor x 
Paris, whoſe Corpſe roſe up three ſeveral times on the 
Bier, and cry'd out with a dreadful Voice, that he wa 
damn'd. A Parable relating to the Fall of Adam.” 'An 
'Account of the Author's Sickneſs, ' May 3, 1696. The 
laſt dying Words of a conyerted Gentleman. Remarks 
en the Lives of the Clergy in the Romiſh Church. The 
Original of Biſhops and other Church Elders. An Abftrag 
of the Lives and Deaths of the ancient Fathers. The 
Lives of the Apoſtles. The Folly of Intemperance and 
Drinking. The Pleaſures of a Country Life. A Structure 
of Plays and Dancing Schools. A Perſuaſive to Moderation 
among Proteſtants. A Parable of a retired Life in 1 
Country Seat. A Deſcription of the Variety of Plants and 
Flowers. Reflections on the Mortality of Princes. Ar- 
guments to prove the Reſurrection. The Advantage of a 
mortified State, A Deſcription of the laſt Agonies of a hu- 
man Body at the Point of Death. The Countryman'; 
Advice to his Wife and Children at his laſt Farewell: His 
Dying Speech. The Advantages of Solitude, confirm'd 
by ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture. * A Deſcant upon Com- 
motions and Diſorders in the Reign of King James the 
Second. The dying Clergyman's Meditations and laſt 
Addreſs to the Collegers. The Uncertainty of a mor- 
tal State. A Defcant on the various Solemnities of Fune- 
rals. The Author's Opinion in reſpect to the final Reſur- 
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TO THE 


CourTEoOUs READE R. 


Duty of Chri/tians, ws, Turks and 
Pagans. Here are laid dd en exact Rules 
to feed the Hungry, to cloath the Naked, 
to relieve the Sick, to releaſe Priſoners, 
and to lay in Coals or other Fuel to 
comfort diſtreſſed Families, Widows and 
Orphans. | 

WnokvER refuſes to practiſe any one of theſe Accs 
of Charity, his Jeſus, his God, his Mahomet, his Deities, 
the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, the Planets, the Lightning 
and Thunder, will not fave his dear Soul, when his im- 
material Spirit arrives at the Gate, in the high Regions of 
the unknown World, 
_T oyeN the Scene with my native Country, Great- 
Britain ; ſhe is now vailed under a black Cloud ; the 
whole Hemiſphere of her Affairs preſents a melancholy 
Proſpect; there is a Diſunion amongſt her Subjects, Mi- 
{takes in her Councils; the Admiral's Fleet and the Forces 
aboard have loft their Voyage, and the intended ſecret Ex- 
pedition, by contrary Winds, or want of prudent Conduct 
in the Pilots that ſteer the Helm of Government; her ex- 
pected Victories are vaniſhed into Miſt, Vapours and Air, 
à mere nothing. 


B WINTER 


- 


21 
WINTER is come, War proclaimed, Trade dead, 
Proviſions dear, Money ſcarce, and the Number of the Poor 
increaſe ;' they come in upon us like a diſbanded Army, 
hungry and naked. | JAN 

Hap I a Voice louder than Thunder, every Article 
ſhould be publickly read at all Market-Crofles throughout 
the Face of the Earth, for the Benefit of all that labour 
under the Pain of Hunger or Nakedneſs; and muſt be 
relieved by Charity, or they periſh and die. Their Deaths, 
- their Martyrdoms, their Groans and innocent Blood, ſhall 
never be laid to my Charge upon account of my Silence, 
The Sight of Miſery ſpins my Affections into Pity. 

REMEMBER that the five Charities recited in this 
Work are not intended to maintain idle Vagrants, or ſuch 
as practiſe to beg in the Streets; it is to be diftributed to 
ſuch as are named in the under-written Liſt. 

1. THERE are at all Times in Diſtreſs many Fami- 
lies, and ſingle Perſons, that are weak and ſick, unable to 
help themſelves ; find out and relieve them, go yourſelves 
and ſee it done. They are God's Priſoners, not Man's. 

2. THERE are Numbers of handicraft 'T radeſmen and 
Day-labourers often out of Employ, and have little or no- 
thing to ſubſiſt on; relieve them. | | 
3. The Priſons for Debtors are never empty; attend 
to their Cries, ſend your Charity there. 

4. THERE are many that labour twelve or fourteen 
Hours every Week-day, and cannot earn above fix or 
ſeven Shillings per Week, and for the moſt Part have great 
Families; extend your Charity there. 

5. There are divers Widows left with. two or three 
ſmall Children, that can't get Eight-pence one Day with 
another to ſuccour their Families ; viſit and relieve them. 

6. THERE are thouſands of Youths that go to Charity- 
Schools for Education, whoſe Parents are not able to pro- 
vide Food ſufficient for them; they are Objects; beſtow 
ſomething to thoſe little Ones. | | ; 

7. THERE are Numbers of honeſt Servants, of both 
Sexes, out of Place, that are reduced very low, and have 
none to aſſiſt them; ſhew ſome Bowels of Compaſſion 
there. 

8. THERE are Crowds that come from all Parts every 
Spring to ſerve this great Metropolis, London; they make 
our Hay, get in the —— and weed in the Fields 


and in the Gardens, and then go to their Labour = 
h . Oothel 


other Countries; oftentimes Rain and bad "Weather comes 
on and prevents their going out to work; in ſuch Diſtreſs 
relieve them; when they ſtand in the Streets, or aſk for 
Charity at your Doors, they are not to be accounted or 
look'd upon as Vagrants or common Beggars. 

TEE View of theſe numerous Misfortunes that attend 
Mortals, the Image of their Creator, gave the Author the 
Thought of drawing up theſe Articles, to eſtabliſh a gene- 
ral Charity in every inhabited Iſland, Kingdom and State. 

No the Author here preſents to the Audience of the 
whole Univerſe a moſt humble Petition, Tt is a Scene of 
everlaſting Praiſe to the Donors. 

TRE Prayer to be anſwer'd is this, PraQtiſe and imitate 
the ſeveral Charities contain'd m this Treatiſe, viz. Feed 
the Hungry, cleath the Naked, relieve the Sick, releaſe 
Priſoners, and lay-in Coals or other Fuel to comfort di- 
ſtreſſed Families, Widows and Orphans. 


ARTICLE I. Now enters that Act of Charity 
of feeding the Hungry. I can't enter upon this Article 
without Paſſion and Amazement, to think of the prodi- 


gious Waſte made every Day in vaſt Numbers of Houſes 


all over Great-Britain, and other Iſlands and Kingdoms. 


THe Poor have hitherto been robb'd and plunder'd of 


their juſt Rights and Properties, without any Thought of 


their craving Appetites, and the Cries of their hungry 


Children. 


IT is now, and ever was, in moſt Families of Worth, 


the Practice of Servants to fling into the Diſh-Kettle or 
the Sink the Liquor in which Beef, Mutton or Pork, are 
boil'd; this is done, tho? the Liquor be never ſo rich and 


good. The Quantity thus conſumed every Day, one 
Day with another, within the Weekly Bills of Mortality 
only, is computed to be at leaſt twenty Tons. This 
Waſte is of no Uſe or Service whatever in any Houſe, 


except it be to ſave one poor Farthing per Week to buy Bran. 


Id ſome Families five or ten, in others one two or three 
Gallons of this Liquor is thus caſt into the common Shore, 
as often as any ſuch Proviſions are dreſt. 

To make the Eftimate of twenty Ton appear Truth, 
ſurvey the following Calculation taken out of Maitland's 
Hiftory of London, viz. 


B 2 Black 


Black Cattle brought to Smithfield Market, in 8 
the Year 17257 — — — — — 7 33 
Sheep and Lambs — — — — — — 533620 

Calves — — — — — — — —, — — 194760 
The Total of Swine annually conſumed — 186932 
Sucking Pigs ditto — — — — — — — 52000 


HERE enters one Part of the Charity aſk'd for: The 
Liquor that is not made uſe of to make Broth or Soup in 
their own Family, that it may for the future be given 
to the Poor, for them to boil up with Qatmeal, Flower, 

4 Rice, Wheat, or the Raſpings of Bread. This Charity 
. will be of great Uſe and Benefit to People in Want and 
ink Diſtreſs, to ſatisfy their craving Hunger, which is a, very 
ſharp Companion, even not to be endured. Every Quart 
of good Liquor is worth, for this Uſe, to any indigent Per- 
ſon, one Half-penny at leaſt, and is of the ſame or more 
Value to the Poor than ſo much Money. And twenty 
Ton, at one Half-penny per Quart, amounts to — — 

Daily — — — — — — — — _ | 

Weekly — — — — — — — 

Monthly — — — — — het NR 


HIT HER ro the Poor have thus been deprived of this vaſt 

Relief and Succour. This Article verifies the firſt Head 

in the Title Page, viz. To relieve poor Families without 
any Expence to the Donors. „ 

My Blood chills in every Vein to think of the extra- 
vagant Waſte made in Chriſtian Families at a Time when 
the Land ſwarms with Crowds of miſerable Objects, ſome 
languiſhing on dying Beds, ſome diſabled by their being 
ſtricken in Years, ſome too young to labour, and many 
Thouſands that can't get Work; witneſs the poor Weavers, 
and other Handicrafts, of all Arts and Sciences, in moſt 
Counties. | : | 

I AM morally certain I could prevail with a Few, a 
Turk, or a Heathen, to beſtow this Charity that coſts no- 
thing, and muſt be given to the Poor, or thrown away. 

I am ſure this Favour a miſerable Miſer can never re- 
fuſe to grant; for it adds no Gains to his Cheſt or 
Coffers, and cannot be kept in his Houſe without Annoy- 
ance, 


ARTICLE 


ARTICLE II. Tais Article is not introduced 
for the Sake of vain Applauſe, or to regiſter the Author's 
Name to After-ages; it is brought in out of abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, or the whole Work muſt die in the very Em- 
brio: It is enter'd to prove Truth and real Fact as clear as 
the Planets that rule in the celeſtial Regions; nothing leſs 
will now take or be imitated in this polite Age. 

TE Author had every Saturday, and ſometimes oftner, 
all the laſt Winter, a Copper full of Proviſions dreſt, of 
ſome Sort or other, for the Service of his poor Neighbours 
that had no Money to purchaſe a Meal; it was either ſent 
to their Houſes, or they came to receive it themſelves, as 
| ſoon as it was taken out of the Copper. To make the 
7 Experiment, ſeven Stone of Beef was boil'd and diſtribu- 
t ted as aforeſaid, The next Day the Liquor, in which 
- that Beef Was boil'd, was made into Peaſe- Soup, and, 


e with the Peaſe, produced ten Gallons and a half Win- 
y cheſter Meaſure; no better Soup could well be eat or ſold 


to Gentlemen in any Tavern or Eating-Houſe, tho the 
Price is Two - pence, and in ſome Places Three-pence a 
Porringer, for little more than half a Pint, Wine Meaſure. 
This ten Gallons and a half of Soup made a Meal, with- 
out the Beef, for no leſs than fourſcore and four Men, 
Women' and Children, and every Perſon had a tull Pint, 
Wincheſter Meaſure, to their own Share. This Dinner, 
they ſaid, was to them Meat, Drink and Cloth; and the 
whole Charge of the Peaſe and Firing amounted to ne 
more than one Shilling and Nine-pence, which is fourſcore 
and four Farthings only. It was the Strength and Goodneſs 
of the Liquor that was of the principal Value and Uſe to 
the hungry Multitude. | | 

Now what a Monſter in Nature the Author would have. 
appear d, had he ſuffer'd his Servants to throw that Liquor 
into the Diſh-Kettle or Sink, which was of ſuch great 
det to that Number of People in the cold and hard 
1 85 1 | | 

 Goop Gop!] what a trifling Charity had it been to have 
diſtributed one Shilling and Nine-pence in Money among 
fourſcore and four Perſons! : 


ARTICLE III. Hap every Perſon received 
wo-pence in Money, to what Place could they have gone 
do have got a better or ſo good a Meal for that Money ? 
This Soup was ready prepared for them, juſt fit to eat, 
1 5 CCC they... 


© 1 6] 


they loſt no 17 255 in aeig nor way at oy bee 
for Fi iring. 


ARTICLE IV. AT T wo-pence each, 88 

the ſame. amounts to no leſs than fourteen, Shillings; 
and there are but few Donors that carry their Charity ſo 
high as to give ſo much Money in one Day, neither will 
the Times afford it but in few. 
Tais Article verifies the ſecond Head in the Title 
Page, viz. That Three - pence makes a Dinner for twelve 
Perſons, and one Shilling and Nine-pence gives a Meal 
worth fourteen Shillings to latisfy tourſcore and four. 


ARTICLE V. uf is nov moſt humbly intreated 
of every Houſekeeper, and other Perſon in Alentiful Cir- 
cumſtances, that for the future when any Butchers Meat 
be boil'd, and the Liquor not made uſe of in their 
own Houſes, they would be fo good as to engage their 
Servants not to waſte or fling the fame away as, uſual, but 
to make it into Peaſe- Soup; the Charge of Peaſe and Fir- 
ing comes to no more than one Farthing a Pint; then let 
your Neighbours fetch it from your Houſe, or ſend it to 
them; there is no Place vacant of real Objects in any 
Neighbourbood. It you have never as yet taken, notice of 
ſuch, now for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake inquire them out, they 
are truly worthy of this Charity, many of whom are too 
modeſt either to aſk or complain. i 

Wrar Chriſtian, what Pagan, in this or any foreign 
Nation, that will not expend T'wo-pence to prepare eight 
Porringers of Soup to eight poor Mortals,. waſted with 
Miſery, „ nay even turn'd to Skeletons, little more than the 
Appearance of walking Ghoſts. There are many ſuch 
that can't walk, or go out to relate their ſad Story. 

THERE are vaſt Numbers hid from the Eye of the 
World that are as miſerable as ever Lazarus could be, 
they would be glad of the meaneſt Scrap that falls from 
rich Men's Tables, and can't obtain it. I compare ſuch 
ſtony Hearts to Dives, recorded in the Parable in ſacred 
Writ, they fare voluptuouſly every Day, without 2 
Thought or Concern for their ſtarving Fellow-creatures. 
I Have ſeen a Clergyman of the Church of England 
ſo famiſhed as to pick up a Piece of Bread in the Street, 
and eat it with a ſtrong Appetite. 
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* CHANGEs attend Divines as well as Laymen, Princes 
have been laid level with the Peaſant that threſhes' in the 
Barn. * TL” E633 © £ 
 ConsSIDER, for Jeſus Sake, how many poor Mortals 
fell Sacrifices to Want the laſt Winter. I will now ſpeak 
the Senſe -of my Mmd ; thoſe induſtrious Families and 
Perſons that for the future ſhall periſh with Hunger, Cold, 
or Nakedneſs, their Deaths and their Blood will one Day 
be laid to the Charge of all thoſe that have Ability, yet 
will not open their Hands and Hearts to ſave the Lives of 


_ thoſe who muſt otherwiſe be a Victim to their Cruelty and 


Inhumanity. 

FORTUNE is a fickle Miſtreſs to her Courtiers, her 
Frowns lay them low, and her Smiles raiſe them up; one 
Year I have ſeen her greateſt Darlings ſwim in Streams of 


Plenty, and the next they have been plunged in Streams of 


Want, 

To conclude this firſt Part of my Treatiſe, read 
the underwritten Account; here caſt up if it be allow'd, 
That twenty Ton of Liquor, in which Beef, Mutton 
and Pork are boil'd, is now waſted and caſt away, 
as of no Uſe, every Day, one Day with another, within 
the Weekly Bills of Mortality. x 

THEN it will appear, that one Penny Expence will 
make two Quarts of Peaſe-Soup, worth Eight-pence, as it 
muſt be granted, and that it is of the ſame or more Value 
to the Poor than ſo much Money ; if ſo, what muſt 
the Poor have really loſt for want of this very Article be- 
ing publiſh'd before, and what Relief will it now be to 
them, viz. | 

TwenTy Ton (at two hundred and fifty-two Gal- 
ions to the Ton) at Three-pence Half-penny per Quart, 


MOUNDS Co . ores; en 
Daily — — — — — — — — 294 
ee NY ns ee I 2055 Pound 
Monthly ß Ä 8232 nds. 
Yearly — — — — — — — 107016 


Fox want of this Relief the Poor have extremely 
ſuffered, and many (it is to be thought) may be ſaid to 
have periſhed and died. 

For what is better or more nouriſhing, either in Sum- 
mer or Winter, to revive or ſuccour a poor weak languith- 
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ing Spirit, chan a Meſs of hot Soup made of ſtrong Li- 
quor, in which any Sort of Butchers Meat is boil'd. 

May this Treatiſe ſpread throughout Great- Britain, 
and from thence be convey'd to foreign Parts, to be re- 
corded there, that this Work of Charity in particular may 
never die till the laſt and final Period of Time. 
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Inhabited Iſland, Kingdom and State, 


An OFFERrinG ve A 


Weekly Sacrifice of Charity: 


The Money to be applied by the Donors, to Cloath 
the NAKED, relieve the Sick, releaſe PRISON- 
ERS, and to lay in Coals or other Fuel, to com- 
fort diſtreſſed Families, Widows, and Orphans, 
in long and tedious Nights, and in Days ſhort 


| HIS Piece is dedicated to every Speech and Lan- 


9 1] guage, and whoſoever will be ſaved it is neceſſary 


dead. 


that he hold theſe Articles as one of the prin- 
cipal Acts of his Faith 


; without this all other Works are 


To paint Acts of Charity in proper Colours was ever 
agreeable to my Temper and Genius. I muſt upon this 
extraordinary Occaſion be guided by the exact Lines of 
Mercy and Pity, or the Curious will ſay the Picture is 
not drawn according to the Original, 


HERI 


Statuesof Braſi, * 


HERE is now preſented to the World a moſt beautiful 
Scene, a Sacrifice that will ſtand as the fixed Stars in the 
Firmament of Heaven, to perpetuate the Names of the 
Donors to the End of Time; andin the moment their im- 
material Souls ſhall be ſtript into a naked Spirit, and ſet on 
Shore in the inviſible Regions, they will be cloathed 
with ſhining Robes of Immortality, and range through 
all the unlimited Paths of Glory. | 
T RIS beautiful Scene of Charity in a Chriſtian Nation, 
may direct Jet, Turks, and Pagans to imitate and copy 
after, according to their Laws and Cuſtoms. 
To obtain the acceptable Sacrifice here propoſed, it is 
moſt humbly intreated of all that own a crucified Chriſt, 
or that have any Bowels of Mercy or Pity for miſerable 


and diſtreſſed Mortals, to conform to the ſeveral under- 
written Articles, 


ARTICLE I. Every Perſon that hath One, T wo, 
Five, Ten Thouſand Pounds a Year, or more, in real 
or perſonal Eſtates, Annuities, Salaries, Penftons, Mer- 
chandize, Trade or other ways, to lay apart (excluſive of 
all other Charities) Six-pence weekly out of every Thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year coming in. 

ARTICLE II. Trost that have under One Thou- 
ſand Pounds, to ſet apart out of every Hundred Pounds 
a Year, T hree-pence per Week. | | 

ARTICLE III. Trost that have only One Hun- 
cred Pounds a. Year, to ſet apart TT wo-pence per Week. 

ARTICLE IV. Ar Fifty Pounds a Year coming 
in, One- penny per Week. | | 
_ ARTICLE V. Arr Degrees under that Denomi- 

nation One-half-penny, or even One-farthing per Week, 
according to their own Diſcretion. 

BM ARTICLE VI. As for thoſe that receive Alms, or 

14 are very indigent, their Petitions preſented every Day at the 

1 high Tribunal will be accepted as a ſufficient Sacrifice. 


Tus every Rank and Degree may act their Parts either 
by Charity or Prayer. 


THe Sacrifice thus offer'd, to be put by itſelf in a Cloſet, 


Library, Box, or Draw, as may be thought moſt proper 
dy the Donors. 


Tris Money to be called the Poors Bank, to be diftri- 
buted by the Donors, either Monthly or Quarterly as G40 
5 . ik 
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think fit; this to be done in time of great Extremity, 
when Hunger, Thirſt, Sickneſs, Impriſonment, or 
Nakedneſs require it. | 

LET this Contribution be put into the Poors Bank 
every Sabbath-day in the Morning before you go to the 
Temple of God; this done and performed, I ſay, if there 
isa Jeſus that reigns in Heaven, and a Divine Providence 
that governs upon the Face of the Earth, this Morning 
Sacrifice will be attended with a ſecret Bleſſing in the Ser- 
mons you hear, in the Petitions you put up; it will wait 
upon you in the enſuing Week, in your Merchandize, 
in your Shops, in your Work, and Day-Labour, and in 
all that you do or take in hand, that is worthy of Praiſe. 
| Peace will be with you when you go to Reſt at Night, 
ö and when you riſe up in the morning your Mind and 
Thoughts will be more ſerene and compoſed, your Con- 
verſation will be more agreeable and genteel. This Sacri- 
fice will refine your Morals and your Language, beautify 
your Stile, and ſweeten your Temper. 

OFFE Rup this Sacrifice to God but for one Three Months, 
and | will venture my Life, and all that J poſſeſs in this 

World, thmt at the Expiration of that Time you will vow 
to perform this Sacrifice of Charity every Sabbath-day in 
the Morning, to the End of your Life. 

As to this Donation, it is ſo ſmall and withal ſo worthy 
of Praiſe, that I am morally certain to have my Petition 
anſwer'd, tho' all the Eng/h Nation were profeſs'd Deiſts or 
Atheiſts : In them I ſhould find Bowels of Mercy and Pity, 
by only preſenting to their View the melancholyScenes I am 
now going to draw. 

AND here I convey my Readers ſerious Meditations into 
the dark Cells and Grottos of indigent Families, and fin- 
ole Perſons worn out with Famine, Nakedneſs, and Cold : 
There they will ſee Variety of miſerable Objects ſit filent 


;, or in the deepeſt mourning-Fit,. for the Contemplation of eve- 
t the ry Spectator: There they will behold Images, the infuſed 
; Breath of the Almighty, lie upon Straw, and Flock Bees, 
2 nauſome Priſons, in low Cottages, in camp Cellars, and 
either 


cold Garrets; many of which have not One Penny to 


comfort their dejected Souls, and the craving Wants of 
their crying Children. 


THERE new born Babes hang upon their tender Mo- 
chers Breaſts, and find no Milk there, by reaſon of their ex- 
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treme Sorrow, and the Showers of Tears that diſtill from 
their Eyes: Theſe live unregarded and unrelieved. They 
impatiently wait for the Hour, when the Meſſenger 
of Death may come and draw his Mantle of Darkneſs over 
all the Parts of their Naked Bodies, ſo that their Foreheads 
diſtill Drops of dewy Sweat, that immerſe their pale Face and 
wan Cheeks with a ſtrange kind of Baptiſm: Then they 
are glad that they are going down to reſt in Peace in the 
Duſt of the Earth, the Charnel-houſe of all Fleſh. 

Wir EIN the Cities and Suburbs of London and Węſimin- 

ter, which are called Towns of Riches and Plenty, there 

are many Thouſands of Families now live for Weeks and 
Months together, and eat nothing but dry Bread, and drink 
nothing but fair Water. This is their Repalt, in their Pil- 
grimage through this World to the Grave. 

TRIs Scene that I have drawn, of Mortals waſted with 
Miſery, cannot but melt the Affections of Adamantine Hearts, 
and oblige them to offer up this weekly Sacrifice of Cha- 
rity. 


SHOULD this Petition be granted, and become gene- 


ral, the Miſeries here repreſented would in a great Degree 


be extinguiſh'd, and thouſands and ten thouſands of Chri- 


ſtians would be relieved every Day, according to their ſeve- 
ral Caſes and Circumſtances: Then we ſhould hear no 
more Complaintsof Families that are too modeſt to' crave 


Charity either in ſecret or in publick. 


T HesE weekly Sacrifices will {end the Benefactors abroad, 
to make Viſits to Priſons, to Cottages, to Cellars, and to 
Garrets: Then Coals or other Fuel will be ſent in, to 
comfort diſtreſſed Widows and Orphans, in long and tedi- 
ous Nights, and Days fhort and cold. | 

Tno' I can truly ſay I have oppreſſed my Thoughts, 
and wafted my Spirits, in compoſing the Articles above 
recited, yet I am ſo intent upon the Subject of Charity, 
that I cannot lay down my Pen, till I have recommended 
to this and future Ages one Article more, and that is, for 
all that are poſſefs'd with plentiful Fortunes, (having no 
great Families to take care of) to enter into their Wills, 


Legacies to be diſtributed after their Deceaſe for the Uſes 


herein recited. This Sacrifice, offer'd in the Days of Health 
and Proſperity, will-bring Peace and Joy in the laſt Mo- 
ments of Life, to ſuch generous Benefactors to Chritt's 
Poor: This will record their Names in laſting (ce 

| rance, 


1 
brance, after they are entomb'd, and laid in mournful 
Silence. | | 

Do you aſk what will be the Reward of any one or all 
of theſe Sacrifices offer'd to God on the Chriſtian Sabbath- 
day in the Morning? I anſwer, that the whole Body of 
the ſacred and Bleſſed Trinity will meet your departed 
Spirits at the Gate of Glory, and ſay that for as much as 
you did it to the leaſt Diſciple, it was done to the Three un- 


divided Perſons that hath neither beginning nor end of Days. 


I was juſt going to ſay, that thoſe that offer up theſe 


i 8 to God, tho' their Sins, at the time of 


their Departure, were as criminal as thoſe of King David's 

the Royal Prophet, yet they will ſcarcely be deny'd En- 

trance into the Paradiſe where Saints and Angels inhabit. 
HERE I will enter a beautiful Deſcription and Example 


| of Charity, in a ſingle Gentleman, not poſſeſs d of above 


three Hundred Pounds per Annum, who drew up an Obli- 
8 in writing, and ſet his Hand and Seal to it: The 
ntents of the Manuſcript were to this Effect: Oh 


| « thou God, and my Jeſus, I am by thy Providence made 


6 Steward of a plentiful Fortune; and thy Record, enter- 
« ed in Sacred Writ, lays a ſtrict Command upon me to 
« diſtribute ſome Part of my Inheritance for the Uſe of 
e thy Poor. | 

I now here aflign over one third Part of my Yearly 
« Income, to be given and diſtributed, the firſt Day in 
<* every Month, to Objects worthy of Charity, and after 
my Deceaſe I bequeath my whole Eftate for the ſame 
« Uſes, I, 

THis Bond or Obligation, that he thus fign'd and ſeal'd 
to his God, he laid in his Bible, upon the twenty-fifth 
Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel : And when he lay at the 
point of Death, the very laſt Hour of his Life, he lifted 
up his Hands and Eyes, with an Extaſy of Joy in his 
Countenance ; and they that watched with him that Mo- 
ment heard him ſpeak theſe Words ſoftly to himſelf : << Oh 
* my God and my Jeſus, I ſet apart a ſmall Share of 
my Portion to relieve thy Images, that labour'd under 
* adverſe Fortune, and I am now coming to thee to re- 
* ceive both Principal and Intereſt from thy own Hands, 
in thy Everlaſting Kingdom. 

Tos that will not now offer up a ſmall Sacrifice of 
Charity on the Sabbath-day in the Morning, may come 
to remember me with Regret and Tears at the time the 
Kiog 
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Lightning and Thunder ; then thou ſhalt be taken up into 


King of Terrour comes to pay his laſt Viſit at their Bed. 
fides, and to deliver his Meſſage, that the Breath of Life 
is near expiring, as they may find by his Harbingers ; that 
is, when their Knees are cold, their Hands ſtiff, their 
Heart pants, their Fingers bent, their Pulſe low, their 
Animal Spirits ſinking, their Speech hollow, Teeth et, 
aws fallen, Lips pale, their Apartment dark, and the 
hyſicians going off with Regret. | 

ART thou a Chriſtian ? Offer this Sacrifice on the Sah- 
bath- day in the morning; it will tranſlate thee to the Haven 
where thou wouldſt fain be, to thoſe ſhining Iſlands, ſur- 
rounded with immaterial Spirits, ſaying Hallelujah Halle. 
tyah for ever. 

ART thou a Few? Offer up this Sacrikce upon thy 
ſeventh-day in the Morning ; it will ſend thee to thy God 
Febovab, who will pardon thy Unbelief in the Maſias, 
and receive thee into his own Palace enlighten'd with morn- 
ing Stars, 

ART thou a Turk ? Offer up this Sacrifice in thy Tem- 
ple early in the Morning, and thou ſhalt be admitted to ac- 
company thy Prophet the great Mabomet, in thoſe flowery 
Gardens water'd with the Evening Dew. | 

ART thou a Pagan ? Offer up this Sacrifice in the 
Morning to thy Deities the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, 


their own Regions, there to wander about at thy Pleaſure 
through thoſe vaſt Territories, where there are Inhabited 
Worlds to be ſeen one above another, not as yet known to 
us in this little Globe of Earth. | | 
TRE Unity united into one and the ſame Godhead inſpi- 
red the Author with the firſt Thought of this univerſal Chari- 
ty, on the Sabbath-day in the Morning, and the laſt Pages 
were reviſed for the Preſs upon the Sabbath - day in tix 

Evening. 5 
May every living Mortal arrived at the Years of 
Diſcretion now ſolemnly vow (as they expect to thrive and 
proſper in this World, and hope to be eternally Happy to the 
Period of endleſs Ages) to offer up their Morning Sacrifices to 
the Deity they own and worſhip, upon the Days they ſet 
apart to pay their Adorations in their Temples. 
THESE Sacrifices, offer'd up to God on the Sabbath. 
day in the morning, by thoſe that believe in à Crucify's 
Jeſus, will entertain them in the Day-time 8 * 
| | 18 (3 
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